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Thursday, February 5, 2026
ACADEMIC YEAR 2025–2026 INAUGURATION
             Casino Maltese, 247, Republic Street – Valletta VLT1114, Malta

13:00 – 13:40 Welcome and Vin d’honneur 
13:40 – 14:00 Invitation to the Conference Room

14:00 – 14:15 Institutional Welcome:
David Vannozzi, President and CEO MED.E.A. University, Vice President, Multiversity Group 
Luciano Violante, Honorary President, Multiversity Group   
Fabio Vaccarono, President, Multiversity Group 
Francesco Durante, CEO Multiversity Group 

14:15– 14:35 Inaugural MEDEA University Address
Luigia Melillo – Rector MED.E.A. University 

OFFICIAL DECLARATION OF THE OPENING OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2025–2026

14:35 – 15:00 Lectio Magistralis

ROBERTA METSOLA, PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Innovative Educational Tools for Euro‑Mediterranean Ecosystem and
Sustainable Challenges in the Relationship between Africa and Europe

15:00 – 15:30 Photo Session and Coffee Break

15:30 – 16:30 Roundtable: Educational Innovation as a Driver of a Sustainable Euro-Mediterranean Migration Ecosystem
Chair: Giuseppe Cataldi, President, AssIDMer (Association Internationale du Droit de la Mer

Invited speakers:
Nasser Kamel, Secretary General, Union for the Mediterranean (UfM)
Cardinal Mario Grech, General Secretary of the Synod, Vatican 
Rado Bohinc, President, EMUNI University 
Moustapha Bousmina, President, EUROMed University of Fes 
H.E. Maria Luise Coleiro Preca, Former President of Malta, Chairperson The Malta Trust Foundation 
Chen Yitong, Ocean University of China 
David Joseph Attard, Judge, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) 
Martin Gutierrez, Director, IMO International Maritime Law Institute
Paolo Benanti, Pontifical Gregorian University, Member of the United Nations High-level Advisory Body on AI
Luigi Moccia, President of the Research Centre for Studies and Documentation on China and East Asia

16:30– 17:00 Closing Remarks
Orazio Schillaci, Minister of Health, Italy*
Ian Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Tourism, Malta*

17:15 – 18:45 Visit to the Valletta Palace, official seat of the President of the Republic of Malta

20:00 – 22:30 Official Dinner, Dinner at Casino Maltese (for invited)

Friday, February 6, 2026

PIC CONFERENCE 2026: 
LEADERSHIP, LEARNING, AND BUSINESS BEYOND BOUNDARIES
Casino Maltese, 247, Republic Street – Valletta VLT1114, Malta


09:15 – 09:30 Welcome greetings and introduction to the plenary sessions


09:30 – 10:30 Panel I – LEADERSHIP 
Theme: The Challenge of Change Management in New Global Socio‑ Economic Scenarios

Chair: David Vannozzi, President and CEO, MED.E.A. University; Vice President, Multiversity Group

Invited speakers:
Pasqualino Scaramuzzino, Chairman of Harmonic Innovation Group Italia
Eric Martijnse, Director of Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Netherlands  
Robert Tabone, Head EU & International Affairs, Ministry for National Heritage, Malta
Colin Scicluna, Directorate-General for Interpretation, European Commission  
Evarist Bartolo, Former Minister of Education and Foreign Affairs, Malta  
Rosanne Cuschieri, Education Consultant, Malta
Alexei Dingli, University of Malta 
Tamar Dolidze, Batumi State Maritime Academy, Georgia  
Redi Shtino, Former Ministery Education, Sports, Youth, Laurasi University, Albania
Marthese Portelli, CEO, Malta Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise and Industry 
Fabio Pisano, Central Bank of Malta Ph.D. Pegaso International - Med.E.A. 

10:30 – 11:00 Photo Session and Coffee Break

11:00 – 12:00 Panel II – LEARNING
Theme: Innovative Teaching and Learning Through Mobility and Internationalization at Home

Chair: Nada Trunk Sirca, International School for Social and Business Studies (ISSBS); MED.E.A. University 

Invited speakers:
Rafael Scherri, National Coordinator, EUPA Malta 
James Perry‑Maia, Malta Further and Higher Education Authority (MFHEA) 
Alfred J. Vella, Rector, University of Malta 
Antonio Uricchio, Presidente ANVUR 
Abdullah Mohammad Al, Philadelphia University, Jordan 
E. Kintzios, Rector University of Athens (AUA) 
Nurtene Deva, Rector University of Mitrovica “Isa Boletini”, Kosovo 
Hafiz Pashayev, Rector Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy (ADA)
Francis Stivala, Director of English Language Institute NSTS, Malta
Yasmeen Aladdin, Co-President Youth Pact for the Mediterranean 
Giovanna Medde, General Director NextMed EU Managing Authority 

12:10 – 13:00 Panel III – BUSINESS 
Theme:  Innovative Business Models and Glocal Development: International Skills Recognition Frameworks for Inclusive Labour Market Access

Chair: Michele Corleto, Pegaso University, MED.E.A. University

Invited speakers: 
David Capitant, Director Doctoral School of Law, University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne
Zbigniew Pastuszak, ProRector Maria Curie‑Skłodowska University, Lublin, Poland 
Amine Bensaid, Rector Al Akhawayn University, Ifrane, Morocco 
Damrong Sripraram, President Kasetsart University, Thailand 
Florin Drăgan, President Politehnica University Timișoara, Romania
Enry Di Giacomo, Director Maltese‑Italian Chamber of Commerce  
George Demosthenous, Rector Frederick University, Cyprus 
Ferdinando Verardi, Pegaso University 
Matteo Fortunati, ECP MED.E.A.
Paolo Rubinacci, Transfer of Technology Lab  
Alessandro Calabrò, Officer Med and Middle East-Directorate General R&I- European Commission

13:00 – 13:30 Closing Plenary Session:

Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi, 
Minister for European Funds, Malta*

Glenn Micallef, 
European Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture and Sport*

Luigi Di Maio, 
EU Special Representative (EUSR) for the Gulf Region*


13:30 – 14:30 Light Lunch:


14:30 – 15:45 Parallel Blended Sessions for Ph.D. Students
Session I – Leadership
Session II – Learning
Session III – Business


15:45 – 16.00 
Conference Wrap‑Up: Closing of PIC Conference 2026 and invitation to MakeLearn, TIIM & PIConf International Conference, Ljubljana, Slovenia, May 21–23, 2026, https://makelearn.mfdps.si/


*tbc
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